
The  Right  Choice
A Certified Elder Law Attorney
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An attorney 
certified by the 
National Elder Law 
Foundation has the 
special expertise 
you need.
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6336 North Oracle Road
Suite 326, Box 136
Tucson, AZ 85704

The only ABA-
approved designation 

of a Certified Elder 
Law Attorney

Why Certification 
in Elder Law is so 
Important

Attorneys certifi ed in elder law off er you 
something that other attorneys do not: 
professional expertise in the unique needs 

of older, maturing populations. Certifi ed Elder 
Law attorneys are not just authorities on legal 
issues aff ecting seniors, they are also familiar with 
other vital resources and services – both public and 
private – that can help meet the needs of senior 
citizens, including those with disabilities.
 By choosing a Certifi ed Elder Law Attorney 
(also called a “CELA”), you know you will receive 
expert advice and representation from a lawyer who 
has demonstrated a serious commitment to helping 
seniors by becoming certifi ed in elder law.
 Elder law attorneys are certifi ed by the Board of 
Certifi cation of the National Elder Law Foundation 
(NELF), a nonprofi t organization founded in 1993. 
NELF is dedicated to developing and improving the 
professional competence of lawyers in the focused 
area of elder law and special needs. 
 The certifi cation program identifi es those 
lawyers who have the specialized knowledge, skills, 
experience and profi ciency to resolve issues that 
aff ect older people. NELF’s Elder Law Certifi cation 
Program is the only elder law program accredited by 
the American Bar Association.

For assistance or more information,
Please contact your Certified Elder Law Attorney.



W ith professional expertise in the following 
areas, a CELA is your best choice for 

important issues facing older Americans, such as:

• Health and long-term care planning. 

• Public benefi ts (such as Medicaid, Medicare, 
Social Security and Veterans’ benefi ts).

• Conservation, disposition and administration 
of estates (including wills, trusts and probate).

• Surrogate decision-making (powers of 
attorney and guardianship).

• Establishment of the legal capacity of an         
older person.

• Special needs counseling (trusts, housing, 
employment and education).

A Certifi ed Elder Law Attorney is more than just 
an attorney who specializes in the fi eld of elder 

law. CELAs are committed, through certifi cation, to 
maintaining and improving their profi ciency with 
continual practice and continuing legal education. 
Becoming certifi ed in elder law validates a lawyer’s 
specialty to handle issues that aff ect senior citizens.

A CELA is in a unique position to serve the 
interests of older, maturing populations by having 
met comprehensive and strict requirements. He or 
she must:

What a Certifi ed 
Elder Law Attorney 
can do for you...

Contact a 

Certified Elder 

Law Attorney 

Today! 

It’s easy to locate a CELA anywhere in the U.S. Just 

visit www.nelf.org to search for a Certifi ed Elder 

Law Attorney by state and city. If you do not have 

access to a computer, call (520) 881-1076.

How a Certifi ed 
Elder Law Attorney is 
unique...

• Be licensed to practice law in at least one state       
or the District of Columbia.

• Be actively practicing law and must have  
practiced law for at least fi ve years prior to 
applying for certifi cation.

• Be a member in good standing of the Bar 
Associations in all places where he/she is licensed.

• Have spent an average of at least 16 hours a 
week practicing elder law during the three years 
preceding the application for certifi cation. The 
attorney must also have handled at least 60 
elder law matters during those three years with 
a specifi ed distribution among a wide variety         
of topics.

• Have participated in at least 45 hours of 
continuing legal education in elder law during   
the three years preceding the application.

• Be favorably evaluated by fi ve elder law         
attorney specialists.

• Pass a one time full-day certifi cation examination.

• Repeat a similar elder law certifi cation process.

An elder law attorney must be fully aware of 
the applicable tax consequences of any action, or 
will recommend the need for more sophisticated tax 
expertise if needed.

Attorneys certifi ed in elder law will also readily 
recognize areas of concern that may arise during 
counseling and representation relating to the  
following issues:

• Abuse, neglect or exploitation of an older or 
disabled person 

• Insurance 

• Housing 

• Long-term care 

• Employment 

• Retirement

How to find 
a Certifi ed Elder 
Law Attorney


