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Dame Inez Bull, 89 

Dame Inez Stewart Bull, 89, of Montclair, died on Monday, Feb. 8, following a brief illness. She was born in Newark, daughter of the late Johan Randulf Bull and Aurora Stewart Bull. She lived in Montclair and Galeton, Pa.




A graduate of the Juilliard School of Music and the New York College of Music, Ms. Bull received a Fulbright Scholarship to study at the University of Oslo, Norway. She earned an M.A. in music education in 1972 and an Ed.D. in 1979, both from New York University.

In 1999, Ms. Bull was given the St. Olav Medal by King Harald V of Norway. This honor resulted, in part, from her creation of the Ole Bull Museum and the Ole Bull Music Festival in Galeton, Pa. Like a knighthood in England, this honor entitled her to the title "Dame."

Ms. Bull instructed piano at the Juilliard Institute of Musical Arts, served as director of music for the Essex County Girls Vocational & Technical High School in Newark, and director and organist at the N.J. Institute for Retarded Girls in Totowa. She also served as a Friendship Ambassador from the United States, and was designated as Goodwill Ambassador from Norway to the U.S.A.

She spent her early years as a coloratura soprano, singing before crowned heads of Europe and in concert halls. A movie, "A Child is Waiting," portrays the work of Ms. Bull with mentally challenged children. She authored over 30 books; her most recent work was a biography of her ancestor, violinist Ole Bull. She wrote articles about local history for The Montclair Times.

Ms. Bull was honored as a Woman of Distinction by the Girl Scout Council of Greater Essex. She was a member of The Ole Bull Society, Phi Delta Kappa, Kappa Delta Pi, The Sons of Norway, the Cosmopolitan Club of Montclair, The Woman’s Club of Upper Montclair, The Victorian Society and the Alliance Française of Montclair.

She is survived by cousins Roger Lindholm and Diane W. Monk; May and Matt Bull; Christopher Lindholm; Gary Duke, and Russell Duke; Charles "Chaz" Duke, and Cheryl Jesinoski; Henrik Bull; Kathleen Mckinstry; Joyce Black; Nonne Bremmer; Joanne Glass; Merle Lovelock; Melanie Edwards, and Ted Bull.

A graveside service was held on Friday, Feb. 5, at Somerset Memorial Garden in Basking Ridge. A celebration of Dame Inez Bull’s life will be held later this spring.

Memorial contributions may be sent to "The Spunky Norwegian Foundation," Box 513, 41 Watchung Plaza, Montclair, NJ 07042.

