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Marijuana plants ready to leave the propagation roomare seen atHarmonyDispensary in Secaucus, which opened its doors
Monday after lengthy delays. Star-Ledger file photo

PaytonGuion
For The Star-Ledger

The sixth and final med-
ical marijuana dispensary
allowed by New Jersey’s ini-
tial law opened its doors in
Secaucus onMonday, at long
last giving the state’s most
densely populated region a
second dispensary.
Harmony Foundation,

which has been grow-
ing cannabis since Octo-
ber, received the go-ahead
from the state Department
of Health to begin selling to
patients Monday after years
of delays.
“TheMurphy administra-

tion is committed tomaking
NewJersey’smedicinalmar-
ijuana program more con-
sumer-friendly and respon-
sive to all patients,” Health
Commissioner Shereef Elna-
hal said in a statement. “The
availability of this new ATC
(Alternative Treatment Cen-
ter) will provide residents in
thenorthernpart of the state
better access to products
they need to treat their con-
ditions.”

L e s l i e H o f f m a n ,
communications director for
Harmony, said the dispen-
sary opened at 10 a.m. Mon-
day and will be open seven
days aweek.
She said the dispensary

alerted more than 1,000
people who had signed up to
find outwhen it would open.
New Jersey’s medical

marijuana law called for
two dispensaries each in the
northern, central and south-
ern regions of the state. Har-
mony joins dispensaries
in Montclair, Woodbridge,
Cranbury, EggHarborTown-
ship and Bellmawr.
NJAdvanceMedia report-

ers took a tour of Harmony’s
cultivation facility earlier
this year, andHarmony CEO
Shaya Brodchandel said the
dispensary was just wait-
ing for final approval from
the Health Department
before it could start selling
to patients.
But the state said the

holdup was because Har-
mony hadn’t proved it was
ready to start selling mar-
ijuana. Assistant Health

Commissioner Jeff Brown
said the department sent a
checklist toHarmony detail-
ing what needed to be done
before the dispensary could
open. Brown said that once
those items were complete,
the department would issue
Harmony a license.
The latest delay wasn’t

Harmony’s first brush with
state officials.
Thedispensary, originally

calledFoundationHarmony,
received the green light from
the Chris Christie adminis-
tration in March 2011 as one
ofNew Jersey’s six dispensa-
ries. TheHealthDepartment
didn’t finish the financial
and criminal background
checks until July 2017.
The state scrutinized the

application more carefully
after a Star-Ledger investi-
gation uncovered bankrupt-
cies among two members,
and ties to a cannabis train-
ing school inColoradowhose
medical adviser faced fraud
allegations inNewYork.
Harmony also encoun-

tered local land-use delays
and changed its location.

The dispensary’s open-
ing comes as the state is
working to expand the
medical marijuana pro-
gram. Gov. Phil Murphy
has already approved sev-
eral common conditions
to be treated with canna-
bis, and the program is
adding around 100 people
every day, according to the
Health Department.
The program now has

more than 23,200 patients
and has added about 5,000
patients this year.
Most of the five existing

dispensaries have applied
to expand their operations.
Hoffman said the dis-

pensary will start with a
soft opening but has an eye
on expansion soon.
Harmony, located in

a nondescript industrial
park close to the Secaucus
Junction train station, has
leased the suite next door
and has plans to expand
into that space.

PaytonGuion,NJAdvance
Media, PGuion
@njadvancemedia.com

Medical pot dispensary opens

JonathanD. Salant
For The Star-Ledger

New Jersey’s efforts to
protect the federal deduc-
tion for property taxes are
perfectly legal, the state’s
Democratic federal law-
makers told the Internal
Revenue Service on Mon-
day.
The GOP tax bill signed

by President Donald Trump
caps the break for state and
local taxes at $10,000 — a
level far below the average
deduction taken by New
Jersey homeowners.
Under the state law Gov.

Phil Murphy signed in
response to the Republican
tax plan, taxpayers will able
to contribute to amunicipal
or school district charitable
fund and get a credit of up
to 90 percent of their prop-
erty tax bill. Unlike state
and local taxes, charitable
deductions are not capped.
The IRS and the U.S.

Treasury Department said
last month they would
write regulations address-
ing whether contributions
to charitable funds in lieu
of property taxes would be
fully deductible.
In a letter to acting IRS

Commissioner David Kaut-
ter, New Jersey Democrats

said the charitable funds
that municipalities will be
able to set up as a way to get
around the $10,000 cap in
the Republican tax law are
similar to tax-deductible
accounts already set up in
other states.
The letter said the IRS

action “raises serious sus-
picions of political target-
ing. The nation’s tax laws
must be applied fairly and
equally, regardless of the
state in which the taxpay-
ers live.”
The tax plan remains

unpopular nationally, with
41 percent disapproving of
the law and 34 percent sup-
porting it in a Monmouth
University Poll released
Monday.
More than four in 10 Gar-

den State taxpayers took
advantage of the federal
tax break for state and local
taxes in 2015 and their aver-
age deduction of $17,850 far
exceeded the cap, accord-
ing to the report by the Pew
Charitable Trusts.
That helped explain why

more than one in 10 New
Jersey taxpayers will see
taxes rise under the legis-
lation, a higher percent-
age than any other state,
according to the Tax Policy
Center, a research group.

N.J. Dems
defend tax
credit to IRS
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For The Star-Ledger

Gov. PhilMurphy took timeout during anews conference
on the state budget crisisMonday to sharply criticize a story
published by NJ Advance Media about a series of incidents
involving his son, Josh, including an arrest in Massachu-
setts.
“All of us who enter politics must accept some level of

public scrutiny. That is fair. I did not have any misconcep-
tions about that myself, nor did my wife, Tammy,” the gov-
ernor said. “But I think parents can agree that every child
— even those of public officials, especially, in this case,
a minor, should have the right to learn and grow without
being harassed by reporters.”
The story, which appeared in The Star-Ledger and on

NJ.comonMonday, detailed JoshMurphy’s arrest in Somer-
ville, Massachusetts, in November 2017, a car crash in Con-
necticut in February, and an injury in March that required
him to be airlifted from the Bahamas toNewYork City.
JoshMurphy, 20, had been a visible presence on the cam-

paign trailwhenhis fatherwas running for governor in 2017.
Murphy performed student outreach on behalf of the cam-
paign, appearing at universities. Hemade headlines at the
inaugural, flashing a “circle game” sign from the stage.
On Monday, the governor said The Star-Ledger had

turned his son’s “youth into clickbait,” which he termed “a
disgrace.”
He added that his son should not be scrutinized by the

media because he is not a public official.
The governor also went on to claim that the news organi-

zationhadobtained anddivulgedhis son’smedical records.
KevinWhitmer, vice president of content for NJAdvance

Media, previously rejected theMurphys’ characterization of
the reporting. Whitmer also noted that no medical records
were divulged and stressed that the story was the culmina-
tion of sixmonths of careful and detailed reporting.
“The only thingmy son didwas to have parents in public

life,” Murphy said. “The Star-Ledger is now saying for this
sole reason, he doesn’t deserve the same privacy rights as
other young people.”
In a reaction to the story, the leadership of the lower

house of the Assembly on both sides of the aisle called out
themedia outlet publicly on Twitter.
“Today the Star Ledger has an article (on) GovernorMur-

phy’s son. This is simply wrong,” wrote Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick, R-Union. “His son did not run for
office and should not be under the microscope. Stop exam-
ining the children of elected officials.”
“This@njdotcomstory is disgraceful,” Assembly Speaker

Craig Coughlin, D-Middlesex, tweeted. “The Murphy chil-
dren did not choose to run for anything and their privacy
should be respected.My thoughts arewith the governor, the
First Lady and their kids.”
The governor did not dispute that his sonwas arrested in

Massachusetts or involved in the accidents in Connecticut
and the Bahamas.
“My plea and my hope and my prayer is that as his life

goes on, that this has not so infected his relations with oth-
erswhowere cold called, for instance, friendswhohad liked
him on Facebook, and that he gets to get back into the full
swing of life,” Gov.Murphy said.

ErinBanco,NJAdvanceMedia, ebanco
@njadvancemedia.com,ClaudeBrodesser-Akner,NJ
AdvanceMedia, cbrodesser@njadvancemedia.com

Murphy says his son’s life off limits tomedia
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People with disabilities
or their families now will
be permitted to create a
tax-free savings account to
pay for housing, transpor-
tation and other services
to help them lead indepen-
dent lives, under a program
announced Monday by
Human Services Commis-
sioner Carole Johnson.
Medicaid and long-term

Social Security Disabil-
ity programs do not allow
recipients to holdmore than
$2,000 in assets. The sav-
ings plan available in New
Jersey known as Achieving
a Better Life Experience,
or ABLE, protects people
from losing their benefits
by allowing them to save
money for expenses not cov-
ered by their monthly sti-
pend, Johnson said.
People qualify if they

acquired their disability
before age 26 and qualify
for Medicaid or Social Secu-

rity benefits, or have been
diagnosed with blindness,
according to Johnson.
Qua l i f ied expenses

include education, health
and wellness, housing,
transportation, legal fees,
f inancial management,
job training and support,
assistive technology and
personal support services,
according to the announce-
ment. People are permitted
to save up to $100,000 tax-
free, under the program.
“People with disabilities

are often among the poor-
est citizens in our state,”
said Dan Keating, executive
director of the Alliance for
the Betterment of Citizens
with Disabilities. “NJ ABLE
will allow them to save for
their future without jeopar-
dizing their benefits.”
The savings programwas

created under federal law
in 2014. New Jersey passed
its own law so its residents
could participate.
For more details, visit

savewithable.com

Disabled people get
help in savingmoney

Call to attend our next FREE Information Seminar presented by

Karl W. Strom, M.D.
Wednesday, April 18th • 7 p.m.
Hackensack/UMC Mountainside

1 Bay Avenue, Montclair
Montclair • 973-429-1200

One of the country’s highest volume Lap Gastric Sleeve
practices for a reason … proven results!

The Weight is Over.
There’s a safer, healthier way to
lose weight and keep it off!

The Lap Gastric Sleeve procedure is a
revolutionary way to control your
hunger, lose weight and improve your
health:

- A smaller stomach
limits portion size.

- Decrease hunger
hormones.

- Maximum
absorption with
minimal vitamin
deficiencies.

I wish I had done it 15 years sooner.
—Lap Gastric Sleeve patient Deana

Wednesday, June 20th • 7 p.m.

J4377732-01

STOP HIDING YOUR SMILE!
Are you missing teeth?

Have loose poor fitting dentures?

Newer procedure can give you fixed permanent
teeth to replace your dentures or missing teeth

in ONE DAY - Replace 1 Tooth or All!
NEVER REMOVE YOUR DENTURES AGAIN!

Newer Affordable Treatments • Financing Available

FREE
Consultation & Exam

Reg $250 Value


