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Court Decides Who Has The 
Right To Control Funeral 
Arrangements And 
Disposition Of Decedent’s 
Remains Under NJ Law 

John E. Travers, Jr. died unexpectedly in 

2017 at the age of twenty-two. He was 

unmarried and died without any children, 

without a will, and without any written 

directive regarding his funeral or the 

disposition of his remains. 

  

Disabled Vietnam War Era 
Veterans Who Served On 
Ships Off Vietnam Coast But 
Did Not Set Foot On Land 
Now Entitled To 
Presumption Of Service-
Connection 

In a recent decision, the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Federal Circuit ruled that 

the presumption of service-connection for 

certain diseases suffered by Vietnam 

War era veterans applied to so-called 

“blue water” veterans – those who served 
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Decedent’s parents, who are divorced, 

differed on how their son’s remains 

should be disposed of, and each sought 

control over the remains.   

  

READ MORE  

 

on ships in seas off the coast of Vietnam, 

but did not set foot on land.  Procopio v. 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Opinion.1-

29-2019, 2017-1821 (January 29, 2019). 

READ MORE  

 

 

  

  

Window Closing for Couples 
to Use 'Claim Now, Claim 
More Later' Social Security 
StrategySecurity Strategy 

Spouses who are turning full retirement 

age this year are the last group who can 

use a strategy to maximize Social 

Security benefits by choosing whether to 

take spousal benefits or to take benefits 

on their own record.  

READ MORE  

 

  

Medicaid Home Care 

Traditionally, Medicaid has paid for long-

term care in a nursing home, but 

because most individuals would rather 

be cared for at home and home care is 

cheaper, all 50 states now have 

Medicaid programs that offer at least 

some home care.  

READ MORE  
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Costs of New Long-Term 
Care Insurance Policies Vary 
Considerably 

We’ve all heard the advice “It pays to 

shop around,” but this has never been 

more true than with the current market 

for long-term care insurance.  

READ MORE  

 

Guns and Dementia: Dealing 
With A Loved One's 
Firearms 

Having a loved one with dementia can 

be scary, but if you add in a firearm, it 

can also get dangerous.  To prevent 

harm to both the individual with 

dementia and others, it is important to 

plan ahead for how to deal with any 

weapons.  

READ MORE  

  

  

  

The Best and Worst States 
for Protection Against Elder 
Abuse 

The older the population gets, the 

greater the potential for elder abuse. 

States have laws in place designed to 

combat elder abuse, but some states are 

doing a better job than others. 

READ MORE  

 

  

Understanding Medicare's 
Hospice Benefit 

Medicare's hospice benefit is one of the 

most comprehensive benefits and can 

be extremely helpful to both the 

terminally ill individual and his or her 

family, but it is little understood and 

underutilized.  

READ MORE  
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Learn About Social 
Security's Online Tools 

With the aging population becoming 

increasingly tech savvy, the Social 

Security Administration (SSA) has 

moved a lot of services online. From 

applying for Social Security benefits to 

replacing a card, the SSA has online 

tools to help.  

READ MORE  

 

  

IRS Issues Long-Term Care 
Premium Deductibility Limits 
for 2019 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is 

increasing the amount taxpayers can 

deduct from their 2019 income as a 

result of buying long-term care 

insurance. 

READ MORE  

 

 

  

 

    

  

Be Careful About Putting 
Only One Spouse's Name on 
a Reverse Mortgage 

A recent case involving basketball star 

Caldwell Jones demonstrates the danger 

in having only one spouse's name on a 

reverse mortgage. 

READ MORE  

 

  

For First Time, Median Cost 
of Private Nursing Home 
Room Hits Six Figures in 
Annual Survey 

The median cost of a private nursing 

home room in the United States 

increased to $100,375 a year in 2018, 

up 3 percent from 2017, according to 

Genworth's annual Cost of Care survey. 
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